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At the Special Cabinet Meeting of August 22 1968

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET

Vice President Humphrey
Secretary Rusk

Secretary Fowler

Secretary Clifford

Attorney General Clark
Postmaster General Watson

STAFF MEMBERS AND OTHERS

Governor Daniels
Nat Davis

Ernest Goldstein

Ed Hamilton

Bob Hardesty
Jim Jones
John Macy
Leonard Marks
Mike Manatos

Secretary Freeman
Secretary Smith
Secretary Wirtz
Secretary Cohen
Secretary Weaver
Secretary Boyd

Charlie Murphy
Art Okun
DeVier Pierson
George Reedy
Walt Rostow
Larry Temple
Charles Zwick
Ed Fried




Special Cabinet Meeting, August 22, 1968

THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN SITUATION

Secretary Rusk (diplomatic and UN) 5 minutes
Secretary Clifford (military) 5 minutes
Leonard Marks (world press reaction) 5 minutes

I. SITUATION REPORT ON VIETNAM

Secretary Clifford 5 minutes

REPORT ON AIRPORT CONGESTION
~ AND AVIATION LEGISLATION

Secretary Boyd 5 minutes

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM: Review of
Current Status of Legislation

Barefoot Sanders
Joe Califano

- Mike Manatos 10 minutes

TOTAL TIME: 35 minutes




MINUTES OF CABINET MEETING
Thursday, Auvgust 22, 1968

The .Prvesid,em convened the meeting at 12:15 Pemi, by reading from
aﬁrze;ﬁng‘ paper prepared by the National Security Council on the
situation in Czechoslovakia. (Attached at Tab A}

The President continued with his own interpretation: .

"Yesterday morning, after going to other governments, we formalized
a statement and issued it. We believe there is no basic disagreement
in the U.S. Government on this policy., We do not believe that any
intervention is in cur interest.

Avaar FE1 A0

"But the cold war is not over. We must be cautious of those in our
own country who say that it ig, that Communism isn't Communism
anymore.,

"Some of our people are extremely discouraged. .. But [ do think that

we need to remember several agreements of mutual interest that we

have with the Soviet Union,..in space, nuclear and consular treaties,
our hopes on peaceful use of atomic energy and to limit offensive and
defensive weapons, our hopes in the Middle East and in Vietnam,

“"We have thought that we have been making progress. l came away
from Glassboro really thinking that the Soviets would and could do
something in Vietnam. I have been disappointed. Mayhbe the Soviets
tried and failed and don't want to admit it. They thought that they
could help if we stopped the bombing s0 we undertook a 3U-day A
bombing pause. We did it even though our own people were anxious
about the danger, but we did it,

7T don't trust them. But I do feel that we can talk and work with them.
I put in the Manila Communique a promise that we would pui%t f:iu,; ,W(}Wfl
the violence ceased, I thought that would meet Mr. ff}er{:sr*y‘lykw s terms
to me. Maybe yes, maybe no, Maybe he couldn't swing it.

an was disillusioned too.

We' ot to stay alert. President Trum ¢
s 5 . hing into nations with tanks,

“We woke up and found mighty armies marc
. 80 we have to stay alert.”
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The President called on Secretary

y Rusk to give his interpretation
of developmen};s in Eastern Earope. . BEgiation

SECRETARY RUSK 12:27-12:35

"One factor restraining the Soviets was the political cost in world

terms, in their general propaganda position, in many bilateral
relations, including U.8. relations.

"For reasons known only to themselves, they sent troops in on

Monday, going in becausethe danger of letting Czechoslovakia
go along was too great,

Lvadrnral AdOD

""Liet us be very clear about one thing., Military intervention means
nuclear war. There is no mistake about it. For us to intervene
would mean World War III. So world public opinion is our resort.
The USSR is particularly sensitive to this area of propaganda, It
is a main instrument of their own policy,

"Leonard Marks will give you a briefing on the almost unanimous
world opinion condeming the Soviet action. It is more unanimous
than I would have guessed.
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"For example, we had a 13-2 United Nations vote condeming the
Soviets, with only Russia and Hungary objecting, It is very possible
that we could get a Special Meeting, with maybe 80-90 votes in the
General Assembly.

"It is the strongest and most violent world reaction that [ bave seen

in many a day. It may have some restraint on the Soviets, They may
not shoot Dubcek, It is very important that the voice of Czechoslf?vakaa :
is still heard through its Ministers, its President and on clandestine
radio. The passive resistance is widespread. There‘are 20, OQO
students in a square in Czechoslovakia right now, sitting down in

front of tanks, It could be a disaster."
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“There is no organic relationship between the two. Cuéchoslovaks
has its own dynamic. We need not /W%%&W@Jmiﬁmm%@ @M 3 .
of the house because of Vietnan /
world b?tsw&eu helping a little nation to which ’« &w bound by treat

'f:b he?ip it elect its own Government, .. and 200, 060 "ii**%%g% m@iéﬁi@gﬁ
gsiithaut warning to deny a people the right to have their own governs

@

%

"Remember the Dominican Republic. It was clear in two day s after

‘ we had sent our troops in that the fight was about ve storing Truiille
or setting up a Castro Regimie. 5o the OAS condermned both and then
authorized intervention, adding the troops of other nations t¢ our own.

"People will try to muddy up this thing, to call black white, but they
can't do it.

"I hope this Cabinet will use all its influence to stop it. Tomorrow,
next week, next month, the decisions will still be there. They will be
the hard questions of offensive and defensive weapons, nuclear treaties,
and we just can't throw up our hands and say that it 1s all over now.
We must continue on. We must live in the real world.

. Secretary Wirte

"] agree 100% that Czechoslovakia and Vietnam are utterly cii;{.fewnm
I watched Channel 26 last night and George Ball was haviong quite

e difficult a time in keeping Vietnam and Caechoslovakia apart, wn

. making the difference clear. The Crechoslovakian minister gave o
very genuine and moving speech, but he had trouble too. i belleve .
our position must be to recegnize that this is a very real problem.

Secretary Rusk

Thanked Secretary Wirtz for his thoughts.

: & by m . py s ,4/ .,{ 1‘:
nThere are many nations in Asia and the world who do not mefkiﬁ

» : bm:' who do condemn the Soviet action in Czechoslovakia.
?t;} prepared for United Nations action on : o
. We will ask that the Vietnam motion be inscribed

Vietnam if Malik
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The Vice President 12:35.12:%%

The Vice President referred to an NBC television program where
Kenneth Gailbraith had attacked 1.8, policy in Vietnam, compatring
it with Soviet action in Czechoslovakia,

"I called them up to protest. I think we need plenty of other spokesmen
to speak up...not government men, not the Secretary of Btate,but
other gualified men. The Vicé President can't get involved, "but we
do need help...it would really hurt if people were allowed to grab
this Czechoslovakian issue and turn it on us. !
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The President 12:36-12:40

"I am anxious that the Cabinet get all the views and speak out. 1
don't expect you all to be foreign policy experts... I want to take

all the time needed to discuss and prepare Cabinet members for
television and speeches.... So if we run a little over in this meeting
today, I hope it will be worthwhile.... I want to hear your views and
give you mine, so ask all the questions that you can.

] must observe that we have started with more troops than we have
ended up with.... I remember that Gailbraith lunched with me early
on and approved all that I was doing, but he began looking for dis-
engagement when things got worse. 50 many of the good soldiers that
went in with us with the 1961 resolution have fallen by the wayside.

"We want peace now worse than anyone in the world -~ but with honor,
There is a lot of talk about our bombing in Vietnam

without retreat.
1f we had rockets and bombs

and now Saigon is under attack again.
falling on our capital, I don't think we would say there is any lull

SECRETARY CLIFFORD 12:40-12:48

The ?r&aideﬁi; a.s_kéé Secretary Clifford to give his views on
Czechoslovakian developments.




nis the '5tm mtiaﬁ in th i .
threat to the United States, The g,g;a,gm,,,,,ﬁ;;@z;gg% sy

mortem this morning on Czechoslovakia to see what w

""The Joint Chiefs had reached about the sa il

as the Stﬁttﬁ Department and the rest of us., It looked as if the Soviet
had mad‘@ all efforts to reach an accommodation with the Czechs g
Thﬁ Soviet military had also influenced the Cierna meeting, Th;
bragght along not only Kosygin and Breshnev, but ten or eleven ’
}?ﬁht«bura members. The meeting seemed to go well and the later
Bratislava meeting seemed to go just as well. The Joint Chiefs
believe that the Soviets had indeed worked out an agreement., The
fact that Kosygin and Breshnev did not go alone offers sotne proof
that they could not be overruled at home.

“"Militarily, it has been a very clever and sophisticated strategy.
This is the time of year when they usually hold their maneuvers
on the Czech border. The fact that the Red Army had divisions
there did not disturb the Joint Chiefs, The Soviets apparently made
an agreement in Cierna, but they were not absolutely sure that it
would float, When the Politburo met on Monday and decided to move
on Czechoslovakia, it was all set up -~ the troops were there and
ready to go. They had rehearsed it and rehearsed it and rehearsed
it.,  We think they must have had 300 plancs and elements of 26
divisions, some of them Bloc troops for appearance sake. It went
" exceedingly well. We had no warning. Their radio silence was
good and it caused no alarm because they had done thatlan maneuvers
before, We knew about it when Dobrynin told the President,
"l have asked for a study to see if we should have known about it
earlier, even though the Joint Chiefs think not.

we have no obligations to the

med armies in

a nation we
concerned.

"What does it mean to us? First, ‘
Czechs, no treaties, DBut the presence of well-ar
Czechoslovakia and onthe borders of West Germany,

do have treaties with, means that the Joint Chiefs are very

a NATO nation.

t over the border now from
st Germany Now.

The Soviet army is jus :
: have any designs on We

" I don't think that the Soviets




ejkiwj%y Bave g.gi}ggﬁ’?gﬁ sedh Chgel
waited to hold (4, They foar
AWaY,

»‘;w%%g@*ﬁi@i@ an o bufler state and &%‘@%ﬁéﬂ“
ed that othes butters might also break

“The Joiot Chiofs think that (his develd]

( sl 1y .. »
quentes for NATO, { har vory greal conues

They feal that it ywoigh 5L
. ' ' : o ’ ght help o avert some of the
Congressional cufa that threaten, They feel the cuts would be |

calamity, \
. I owould be ?uﬁzzf, gm;&,%l'w»;«n“yy (o o he e Mreaident nv e and atay ﬁ
aleet, : §
% 4 ek 60 5 g . - i " ; ‘
Secretary CHtford then gave a briet report on the current situation Pl
in Vietnam, ’ ot

"There haw been a good deal of talk Tately about o tull, madsly in the
Preass, | {ind a certain sheep-lke quality among these writers, One
aays it and all say ito Dut the (acts do aol support i,

YWe have just made a comparvison of aoven weoks i 1967 with corves-
ponding weeks now. Durving that time laat year, we were toging 170
men o weelo this year it ia 180 a week, 5o there iy very voal doubt
that there is a lull, The South Vielnamese causualtiea ahow the saime,
{n seven weeks in 1907 the South Vietnamese and (riendly fosoes losd
2400 men. 16 is S800 for the corresponding soven wiplos of this year,

. R cef ik
Hhe e in really ne lull, The enemy hoan had te vegroup and relipght

olfenwive., He jusd can't condact an

offensive and launch a new vne, e has to it and wait, fight and

The level of fighting Bl gone wup autle a tot i the l(x@i"ii thyeo
All the indications ate
apd other

and maybe prepare foe g new

PORgTOuP.
or four days,
for a so<called third offensive,
gources, The paltern thal P emerging HOW
to Tet, 'There Ga oa very close shmilavity:

Salgon has been ahe lled agatn,
Wa got it trom prispners
tooks like that just puay

. . i 5 Wi % % \”JH"I\W
we In the May offensive foading up to Tet, lodenemy s

were launched, Wa have Bad 73 up 1o new

B Lowinis Wera attacked, Wae bave

we In the May oilfenaive,
had 12 attacked now.




disbelief at the Soviet-directed move against a small and helpless ally

The act itself -- which a British paper called "a blend o

®
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wl,
f brutal L5
L B . St ‘t a
txic:ke?‘ = Was ,Wzdely‘judged to reveal "moral and political h};} 3{(:3;& . ol |
of the Soviet system, failure to develop humane institutions, and the Y %

=
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retention of "imperialistic tactics.”

Major consequences for the Soviet Union appeared to many commentators -

to be a drastic loss of prestige, especially in the developing world, and
a setback for the Communist cause everywhere,

Many observers feared that efforts toward East-West detente had suffered
a severe blow, However, some urged that the West should not despair.
A leading West German paper, for example, argued that "detente policy
-= including the nuclear nomproliferation treaty -- must be reconsidered
but not cancelled,

Editors saw other losses to the U.S, in the event, includiz}g the
pssible end of President Johnson's hopes of completing his tiiﬂ‘l’i‘l fgf
e with a peacem&king trip to Moscow, A hardening of U.d. Viet=
policy was widely predicted.

neutralist paper in Pakistan wrote this morning:

) . It
; regsion in VieteNamasees ~
g ming and yelling
Viet-Nam will turn away from
jes of the

ym’%@aia bewails U.
‘ guess that those who are screa
American actions in ! '

d aggression and shocking atrocit
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OPY LBJ LIBRARY

in Oslo, liberal %

adet :
- » Norwayls second Wi

his is a ble ) st paper, comme:

conservative ;iknday«m Edropean histos ’ mented:
the upper hand g Wwithin the Soviet le&é‘y’- 'I?w tough
Russians appli:aaa?d ;‘lmea to the same iiﬁxfdhas gotten

© Hungary in 1 ethods the

956,

""The invasi
asion order i
e demmer i8 a fatal decision which will
 mediately brin mab ny years., The invasion a,lsa‘:t }?Mk
g about an alarming intarnatiaxaaloﬁiﬁlt
{tuation, "

The paper declared t :
Y {. N
(hown to be "'no m ilat if the Cierna and Bratislava meeting
a most out ore than window dressing th USS{;U%S were now
utrageous betr §eww IRC has commi
‘ ¥

su erl i y . i #

The TASS anno

: uncement regarding the i i

but a cynical lie which ushers i g @smn, the paper Said, i e

L tollow the © : in 81Ax:18wr times. The entire world, thf::rc»«%
w W vents in tragic Czechoslovakia during the coming hours

fear and suspense,’

11 N
LBJ Has Done His Best 10 Influence Soviets”

f Oslo asserted that tjust as Hitler
power thirty years ago, the

sh the aspirations for a

see

g;%?ﬁfi@ndentugonservaﬁve Verdens Gang ©
£ ﬁh&d the Czechoslovak nation with brutal
Soviet leaders now have used their troops to cru

, liberal society which the entire free world was pleased to

#uput written in fir ean skies today is the
message that none may try to take paths which the power=
do not APProves They drowned Hungary

holders in Moscow ‘
What happened jast night 18

) blood 12 years ago«--* : )
ossibly even more grotesque than the events it Hungarys

e over East Europ

roof C:maho&lﬁvakia will not result
f4 has been cleay from the

ne Czech crisis. Bat
hind the scenes tO in=

- Hihe takeove

conflict between East and Weste ‘

hat the UsSe did not dream of entering t

n t oubtedly done his best be
ations




"But what h
as hap o
free world and pened will ¢
br ause trer
Stalin's worthy h Z;:d today's tyrants 1?2& throughout the
Europe which until :' A winter chill is sm?mﬁu e
OW. seemieditg gee «::m; ;2;? Wﬁ: N
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The chief of Austrial . ,
event as the Ythird Pjal-.idlo and television news service d i
invasion in 1939 and thes ; tragedy in this century ag%fjﬁ mgm the
rague putsch i " ¢ German
tthecause Europe . s P ch in 1948," It w ;
pe has been divided into spheres of iﬁﬁj:nsz}mfé he s
or &0 years

g0 that one power cann
ot contest the other power's right to take such
uch action.

t 100 per cent certainty that the

¥t
We can assume with almos
1 any further dangerous

events of this night will not entai
developments eoss’

(; W i

t}?e bifaxpe € ou‘.t that '‘the Soviet Union disregarded the attitude ©

biggest Communist parties of Western Europtesse Thesuc partics can-
bout Czechoslovakia, and they will have 10

not retract what they said a
censure the Soviet actions
W

urning point in the history
MoV eme nle
31

haps signals a t

"This past night PerF
! of both the Soviet Union and the Communist world
psed and a faith has been destroyed s
p— ”

\____.:::’i‘yth has colla
o Tokyo! ngecond Hungaly Unlikely"
d on Crech citizens 1o

ce Prague radio calle F
1y second Hungarian ¢V was not likelys

aid that sin :
inciden

not resist,

Tokyo Shimbun &

remain calm and
' Swritten

ies pa.swti up hand
omments

and news agenc
proke to° jate for ©

axtras »
Put the gtory

Seoul papers published
poards.

"%xeet pulletin

. Serviceﬁ Wlth"




COPY LBJ LIBRARY

Co i
mmunist Droadossts

Mogc oW radio broadcast this announcement?

HTASS is m;t:hmrizzd to state that party and state officials
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic appealed to tﬁ;z
Soviet Union and other socialist states to give the fraternal
Czechoslovak people urgent aid, iru:imiir;g the assigtance
of armed forces,"”

A Pravda commentator today blamec fealeulations and miscalculations
by the enemies of the Czechoslovak people! for the trouble in Czecho-
slovakia,

ech by President Nicolae Ceauscscu

pian leaders tynanimously decided
cople and with the

icharest radio today carried a 8pe
toa mass meeting. He said the Ruma

to express complete solidarity with the Crechoslovak p

Czechoslovak Communist partys !
wrough the

™ g e T 2 1
sed Lo kecp proadeasting
’ tiroadcasters

# frequentlye
“Hy 34

F o radio and television mana
\\\nigis& y changing frequencies and t Mt :
told the Czechs not 10 resigt 'the occupying ferc

rau&mi‘tm T
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