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Secretary Cohen
Secretary Weaver
Secretary Boyd
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Governor Daniels
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Ed Hamilton
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John Macy
Leonard Marks
Mike Manatos

Charlie Murphy
Art Okun
DeVier Pierson
George Reedy
Walt Rostow
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AGEND

Special Cabinet Meeting, Auqust 22, 1968

THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN SITUATION

Secretary Rusk (diplomatic and UN)	 minutes
Secretary Clifford (military) 	 5 minutes
Leonard Marks (wor d press reac ion) 	 5 minutes

SITUATION REPORT ON VIETNAM 

Secretary Clifford
	

5 minutes

III. REPORT ON AIRPORT CONGESTION 
AND AVIATION LEGISLATION 

Secretary Boyd
	 5 minutes

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM: Rev 
Current Status of Le islation

Barefoot Sanders
Joe Califano
Mike Manatos 10 minutes

TOTAL TI	 5 minutes
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The President called on Secretary Rusk to give his interpretationof developments in Eastern Europ4.:,

SECRETARY RUSK 12:27 2:35

"One factor restraining the Soviets was the political cost in world
terms, in their general propagand, position, in many bilateral
relations, including U. S. relations.

"For reasons known only to themselves, they sent troops in on
Monday, going in because the	 of letting Czechoslovakia
go along was too great.

"Let us be very clear about one thing. Military intervention means
nuclear war. There is no mistake about it. For us to intervene
would mean World War ITT.	 ld public opinion is our resort.
The USSR is particularly sensitive to this area of propaganda. It
is a main instrument of their own policy.

"Leonard Marks will give you a briefing on the almost unanimous
world opinion conderning the Soviet action. It is more umtnimous
than I woad have guessed,

"For example, t: had a 13-2 United Nations vote condeming the
Soviets, with only Russia and Hungary objecting. It is very possibl e
that we could get a Special Meeting, with maybe 80-90 votes in the
General Assembly.

"It is the strongest and most violent world reaction that I have seen
in many a day. It may have some restraint on the Soviets. They may
not shoot Dubcek. It is very important that the voice of Czechoslovakia

is still heard through its Ministers, its President and on clandestine

radio. The passive resistance is widespread. There are 20,000
students in a square in Czechoslovakia right now, sitting down in

front of tanks. It could be a disaster.

hoslovakianThe Secretary proceeded to discuss the iruplicatlo
de velopments on Vietnam policy.
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The Vice President 12:35-12:36 

The Vice President referred to an NBC television program where
Kenneth	 had ,a.cked U. S. policy in Vietnam, comparing
it with Soviet action in ;zfrasJio
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"The Soviet Unio is the one nation in the world of,/erthr•eat to the United States. The Joint 	 i	 If had amortem this morning on 	 n ee what we had

"The Joint Chiefs had reached about the same de k jon a on Cierea
the State Department and the rest of us. It lOoked as if the Sovietshad made all e fforts to reach in oceornme rlAti n with the Czechs.

The Soviet	 ry had I o influenced the Cierna meeting. They
broueht alotie eoi only kosygin and Breshnev, but ten or eleven
Politburo mernbe . 1 be meeting scorned to go well and the later
Bratirlava rroOting scene d to go kie-A. as well. The Joint Chiefs
believe that the	 vii.I.n hnid indeed worked out an agreement. 	 he
fact that Kusygie and Brestine y did not go alone offers some proof
that they could not be overrule(: 	 home.

"Militarily, it has boon a very clever and sophisticated :-.:trategy.
This is the time oi year when they Tisually hold their maneuvers
on the Czech border. The fact th at the Red Army had iv i ions
there did not disturb the Joint
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invasion. and occupation of Czechoslovakia by Warsaw Pact forceshas produced an outpouring of press condemnation in major capitals.Voluminous ed itorial comment and grim headlines expressed shock anddisbelief at the Soviet - d irected move ainst a small and helpless ally.

The act itself -- which a british paper called "a blend of brutalit y and
trickery was widely judged to reveal "moral and political bankrupt
of the Soviet system, failure to develop humane institutions, a p,ci the
retention of	 perialistic tactics.

Major consequences for the Soviet Union appeared to many ci:)rnmen ator
to be a drastic loss of prestige, especially in the developing world, and
a setback for the Communist cause everywhere.

Many observers feared that efforts toward East-West detente had suffered
a severe blow. However, some	 I that the West should not despair.

A leading West German paper, for ox ample, argued that "detente pOlicy

ixIcluding the nuclear nonproliferation treaty -- must be reconsidered

but not cancelled."

Th

Editors saw other losses to the U. S. in the

Poll/able end of President Johnson' s hopes (.

office with a peacemaking trip to Vto,Dcow„

Nam policy was widely predicted.
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away from
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of the
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Oslo: ente SetBack Man Yea
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ay 's second largest paper, commented:
"This is a bleak day in European history. The toughconservative wing within the Soviet leadership has gottenthe upper hand, and turned to the same methods the
Russians applied to Hungary in 1956,

"The invasion order i a fatal decision which will set hack
a European detente many years. The invasion also will
immediately bring about an alarming international situation,"

The paper declared that if the Cierna and Bratislava meetings 	 .e now
shown to be "no more than window dressing ... the USSR has committed
a most outrageous betrayal	 of	 Czechoslovakia.... Brutal military
superiority has once again revealed its cruel face."
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